Ys¥°TImes — 


A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


“Funniest Home Videos” 


Features the Yo-Yo, May 6 

Unless its schedule changes, the new Sunday 
night hit show, “America’s Funniest Home 
Videos,” plans to air a special segment of funny, 
amazing and unusual yo-yo tricks on Sunday 
night, May 6. 

“We've received maybe 80 yo-yo tapes,” super- 
vising producer Henry Kimmel told YYT in early 
April 


If you miss the yo-yo segment, all the shows will 
be repeated during the summer months. We’ ll try 
to cue you in ahead of time soyou can set up your 
VCRs. 

By the way, if you have a funny or unusual yo- 
yo trick you'd like to share with the American 
public, there may still be time to send it in to the 
show, Kimmel said. “If someone creates a funny 
video tape and it happens to revolve around a yo- 
yO, we're going to put it on the air Just because 
we happen to be doing a special segment that 
focuses on yo-yos doesn’t mean that someone 
might not create something later that we could use 
on another show....We can never get enough video 
tapes!” 

How many does the show get? “About 1000 a 
day,” he said. “We want more. The funny ones,” 
he said. 

Send your tape to: “America’s Funniest Home 
Videos,” 4151 Prospect Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90027.’ If you’d like your tape back, please 
enclose $2.00. 

By the way, we'd appreciate seeing a copy of 
your tape, too. Maybe we'll include it on our 
“New Yo-Yo Tricks Video.” Your tricks don’t 
even have to be funny. Just original. 


Who’s the World’s Best? 


The $100,000 Challenge 

Think you're a pretty good yo-yoer? Perhaps 
you'd like to take up the challenge that “Yo-Yo 
Woman” Linda Sengpiel and her husband Dick 
are offering through their company, Supersonic 
Yo-Yo Promotions. 

Linda has been performing professionally since 
she was 12 years old. “They wouldn’ t let me in the 
contests anymore,” she explained. She and her 
sister Judy performed together as “The Lorenz 
Sisters” for about 8 years, until adulthood, mar- 
riage and family responsibilities caught up with 
them. 


For a time she worked for Pedro Flores, who 
billed her as the best yo-y oer in the world. Flores 
is the man who introduced the yo-yo to Donald 
Duncan. She has developed a routine that includes 
a few tricks we’ve never seen before, including 
lighting a match in her assistant’s mouth with one 
looping yo-yo, while looping another behind the 
assistant’s back. She also lies down and gets up 
while doing two-handed loops. 

[CONTINUED ON P. 3] 


THE RETURN OF THE YO-YO exhibit brought out 
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yo-yo aficionados young and old and in be- 


tween to Hilltop Mall in Richmond, Calif., for opening-day ceremonies March 24, including Don 
Watson (left), Dennis McBride, Don Duncan (Playmaxx), Harvey Lowe (1932 World Champ), 
Robert Litton, Tom Smothers, Tom Kuhn, Wilf Schlee Jr. (Cheerio) and exhibit director Lance Lew. 


The exhibit travels to Twelve Oaks Shopping Center, Novi, Mich., July 9-22. 


(Terry Litton photo) 


Exhibit Proclaims: The Yo-Yo is Coming Back! 


“The Retum of the Yo-Yo” is one of those rare 
vignettes in the space-time continuum when the 
past, present and future all converge and create an 
unforgettable, not-to-be-missed moment. 

The traveling exhibit opened at Hilltop Shop- 
ping Center in Richmond, Calif., north of San 
Francisco, on Saturday, March 24. It closed on 
April 22 and will travel to Twelve Oaks Shopping 
Center in Novi, Mich., from July 9-22. During the 
next 2 1/2 to 3 years the muscum-quality exhibit 
will visit most of the 20 shopping malls owned by 
the Taubman Co. of Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 

The opening 3-hour extravaganza on March 22 
brought together perhaps the greatest number of 
past and future yo-yo champs ever assembled at 
one place and one time. The “old school” was rep- 
resented by 1932 World Champion Harvey Lowe 
and the third-place finisher from that same cham- 
pionship, Gene Mauk, whose picture as a 14-year- 
old boy appears on the program’s cover. Both are 
now 72 years old and are still extremely talented 
two-handed yoists. Tom Smothers put on his 
delightful yo-yo act for the exuberant crowd, es- 
timated at 4,000. 

San Francisco dentist Tom Kuhn (“Dr Yo”) gave 
the world its first look at his new super-long-spin- 
ning yo-yo. Dennis McBride and several of his 
young friends put on phenomenal demonstrations 
of two-handed playing. The Yo-Yo Lady Helane 
Zeiger, author of “The World on a String” , showed 
her talents. 

The new generation of yo-yoers proved that the 
old skills have been passed along to a new genera- 
tion. The Bird in Hand Exhibition Team, under the 
direction of Bob Malowney, demonstrated the fun- 


damentals of an old-fashioned yo-yo contest, run- 
ning through all the tricks and finishing with a 
loop-off won by 11-year-old Robert Litton, who 
was freshly out of a body cast and still limping 
slightly. 

"Captain Yo” Don Watson came out each 
weekend of the show to teach yo-yo tricks and run 
the several contests. 

Don Duncan and Wilf Schlee Jx, the sons of the 
founders of Duncan Yo-Yo and Cheerio Yo-Yo, 
respectively, were also on hand to help kick off the 
exhibit. 

"The exhibit is being run like an old-fashioned 
yo-yo promotion,” exhibit director and director of 
marketing for Hilltop Shopping Center Lance Lew 
said. “Promotions in those days began in the 
spring. Each promotion was designed to blitz a 
town with the excitement of the yo-yo by bringing 
in a team of demonstrators, who would teach yo- 
yoing to the children and then conduct contests to 
further increase the interest. Each campaign lasted 
5 weeks in a town, which is how long the exhibit 
will remain at Hilltop Mall before traveling to the 
next one.” 

The yo-yo’s glorious past as a toy, a sport and a 
promotional phenomenon are beautifully and 
colorfully illustrated with more than three dozen 
exhibit cases and displays. Stroll among the cases 
and you'll see scores of old and new yo-yos, yo- 
yos of unusual shapes, advertising yo-yos, big and 
small yo-yos, foreign yo-yos, novelty yo-yos, 
noise-making yo-y os, yo-yo memorabilia, photos, 
advertisements, awards, basic yo-yo tricks and 
even the world’s largest yo-yo (built by Tom 
Kuhn.) [CONTINUED ON P. 12] 
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HUMMINGBIRD YO-YO's 
PADDLEBALLS & SPIN TOP’s 


Made in U.S.A. 


The Hummingbird™ Limited (Tulipwood) 

Crafted from the world's rarest and most beautiful hardwoods, each is finished with a 

clear protective coating to enhance the natural colors and wood grains. Especially $14.00 
popular as a collectible item. Each is Individually packaged with soft velour carrying 

pouch, one extra string and Hummingbird trickbook. 
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The Hummingbird™ Classic 
Crafted from domestic maplewood, branded with our Hummingbdird™ logo and finished $6.50 


with a clear protective coating. Individually boxed with a soft velour carrying pouch, 
one extra string and our Hummingbird trickbook. 


The Hol-Yo-Gram 

Brilliantly colored with a high gloss paint and also crafted entirely from maplewood. $5 00 
Kids and adults alike will be attracted to the laser produced holograms which dress | 
either side, that refiect and Mash rainbow hues. Also includes our Hummingbird 


Trickbook. (All colors are non-toxic.) 


The Starburst 
The Starburst models sport a bright, high-gloss custom paint, constructed entirely of $4.50 


maplewood, with laser photographic defraction logos, reflecting light in an array 
colors. Includes our Hummingbird Trickbook. (All colors are non-toxic.) 
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The Trickster 
This visually stimulating spinner is crafted from strips of dyed and clear maplewood $7.00 


which are laminated together, All colors are non-toxic waterbase. Includes the 
Hummingbird Trickbook. 
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Smothers-Yo-Yo-Man 
You can enter the State of Yo with the official Smothers Brothers Yo-Yo Crafted of $4.50 
Maple, and finished in bright non-toxic colors. Each Yo-Yo bears the official Smothers P 


Brothers logo in gold foil-ieal. Includes official owner's manual. 


Hi-Fli™Paddleball 


Ride and adults alike will enjoy playing with this $4 00 
classic laminated wood paddleball. The oversize. extra Introductory F 
thick paddle makes the ball shoot right off. Comes offer 


£ 


with replaceable rubber line, changing needle and 


2, instructions. 
ty 
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(SS) fran ne uaeecatoreae crafted of Introductory $3.50 

aaa taeisana offer 
5 replacement yo-yo strings $1.00 
US. Funds Only. New York State residents add sales tax. 

Postage and handling FREE with this coupon. Total Included 


Please include check or money order. 


—_ ummingbird 
Address, Y toy company, Itd. 
32 Water Strect 
, PO. Box 276 
City State. ZIP. Arcade, New York 14009 
(716) 492-5120 
FAX (716) 492-4375 


“crafting the world’s finest wooden yo-yos”’ 
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$100,000 CHALLENGE [From p. 1] 

Linda has devised a 10-trick routine for the chal- 
lenge. If youcan perform the 10-trick routine, you 
may win $100,000. Of course, there’s a simple 
matter that you have to first put up $20,000 (or 
$10,000 if you’re an amateur) before you get a 
crack at the big prize. If you fail todo all 10 tricks, 
your money goes to Children’s Hospital. 

The challenge is not new. The Sengpiels have 
been offering $10,000 for the same challenge for 
a number of years. It was only recently that they 
upped it to $100,000. 

Amere 10 tricks may not sound like much, but 
there’s a catch. You won’ t know what some of the 
tricks are until you get to the challenge. They 
won’ t tell you in advance. 

Yes, the challenge is primarily a publicity stunt 
anda good one at that. “It’s a gimmick offer,” Dick 
says. He freely admits that other yo-yoers could 
probably learn to do the tricks with some practice. 
Doing a brand-new trick on the first try, under 
competition conditions, however, could prove dif- 
ficult if not impossible for even the best yo-yoers 
in the world. “We don’t want to lose $100,000!” 
he explained. 

“Whatever you do, sooner or later somebody is 
going to top it,” Linda says philosophically. “I ap- 
preciate someone who can do something I can’t 
do because I know what it took to develop the 
talent and the skills.” 

If you'd like a peek at Linda’s yo-yo expertise, 
she’s put out a showcase video. Some but not all 
the tricks in the challenge are showcased on the 
video, The video and one of “Linda’s Original 
Wooden Jeweled Yo-Yos” are available for $20 
directly from Supersonic Yo-Yo Promotions, 2720 
Second St., Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44221, 216/928- 
1657 or 216/836-9685. 


Canadian Teens Set New 


Yo-Yo Endurance Record 
You like toyo-yo? Let’s hope that Derek Krauss, 
Scott Hetcher and Jason Stremble still do. They 
kept their yo-yos going for 130 hours, 13 minutes, 
breaking the old record of 121 hours, 10 minutes. 
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Editorial: 1-703-STRINGS 
(1-703-787-4647) 
©1989 by Creative Communica- 
tions Inc. All rights reserved. For 
information on reproduction of 
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the address above. 
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In the process, they raised several $1000 for a 
good cause. 

They set the new record at the Variety Village 
Sports Fitness and Training Centre in Toronto, 
Ontario. 

The team expressed gratitude for assistance 
from Canada Games, “Fast” Eddy McDonald, a 
nutrition specialist and complete medical team 
and many other assistants as well as the Guinness 
Book of Records. 

“Past” Eddy dropped by one evening and enter- 
tained everyone with a dazzling display of tricks 


at just the right moment when the team was ina ~ 


down period. 


Lindi Belts Out a Lively 


Teen-Beat Song with “Yo-Yo” 

If you perform regularly for teen and pre-teen 
audiences and are looking for a musical accom- 
paniment to put some zing intoyouract, you might 
enjoy the song “Yo-Yo” by popular singing star 
and recording artist Lindi. 

The song has already appeared in the soundtrack 
of a national movie, an album by Rhino Records 
(who have released Smothers Brothers albums) 
and was selected over 121 competing songs towin 
first place in the 1988 Budweiser Showdown 
Competition. 

When performing the song live, Lindi frequent- 
ly ends by throwing yo-yos into the audience. 

The song has a theme about the ups and downs 
of romance as it tells the story of a young girl who 
has been jilted by her boyfriend, who makes her 
“feel just like a yo-yo.” 

The song just screams out to be danced to, with 
its lively, high-energy, teen-beat sound. 

“T've been trying to interest a yo-yo company 
into adopting the song as a theme song, with new 
lyrics adapted to the company’s products,” Lindi 
told YYT. 

As a special offer for YYT readers, Lindi has 
prepared a limited- edition tape that features “Yo- 
Yo” on one side and another of her lively dance 
songs, “High Society,” on the other side. It is 
available for $3 plus $1.25 shipping and handling, 
directly from her at Lindi’s Lullabies Ltd, 4579 
Laclede Ave., Suite 188, St. Louis, MO 3108, 
314/768-4982. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Mention that you saw this article in YYT and 
she’ ll include a free autographed picture. 


Are Yo-Yoers Better Students? 


As our long-time readers will recall, we con- 
ducted a survey lasty ear to determine if ourasser- 
tion that “Yo-Yoers are better students” is correct. 

We believe the results of the survey among our 
readers proved that the answer to that question is 
a very strong “Yes.” Our readers (at least those 
whosent us copies of their report cards) had a col- 
lective grade point average of 3.4--astrong A-/B + 
Not bad for kids who play with a toy that is 
synonymous with all sorts of uncomplimentary 
terms (such as “Who gave you your driver's 
license, you yo-yo?”). 

Another school year is rapidly drawing to a 
close, and we think it’s time for another survey, 
especially now that the yo-yo is reaching a larger 
group of new players. 

So, here’s the scoop. If you are a school student, 
grades one through 12, send us a copy of your 
FINAL report for the year (the one they give you 
in June). Don’ tsend the original because we won't 
be able to send it back. Send a COPY. 

Rule number two: Put your name, address and 
TELEPHONE NUMBER on y our report card. 

Rule number three: Write a brief essay (less than 
100 words) on “Why the yo-yo is the perfect toy 


Perfect Gift | 
for Yo Dad 


y 100% Silk Black Necktie | 
| decorated with Yellow Yo-Yos ] 
| This beautiful Limited Edition Tie ] 
| is from the Return ofthe Yo-Yo | 
Exhibit that features the Duncan 
Family Yo-Yo Collection. 


$27.50 
| 
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(California Add 7.25% Sales Tax) 
Available only at the Emporium at Hilltop. r 
Call 415-222-1111, Mens Dept. 
[Visa, Mastercard or American Express] 
Or write Emporium Mens Dept. Yo-Tie J 
Wee Hilltop Mall Rd. Richmond CA 94806 § 


We would like to thank all the fine 
people who have written us in the past 
months. Our YoYo catalog is being 
prepared currently and will be sent to 


all of you shortly. Mail inquiries to: 
Bird in Hand 
847 W.5th St. Chico, CA 95928 


to help students do better in school.” 

Send your report card, address/phone number 
and essay to “Better Students Contest,” Yo-Yo 
Times, P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070, by 
July 10, 1990. 

Three winners will be selected: 

One report card will be drawn at random. If 
yours is selected, you will receive a free, one-year 
subscription to Yo-Yo Times. Also, two 1-year 
subscriptions will be given to two students who 
submit the best essays--one from grades 1-6 and 
one from grades 7-12. 

You can start working on your essays now, but 
don’t send them in until you receive your final 
report card for the year in June. 


Do You Like Our “New Look”? 


Do you notice something different about Yo-Yo 
Times this month? We’ve gone to three columns 
and a smaller type size. 

The smaller type means we can squeeze more 
articles and information into the same size issue. 

You may also note that we’ve reduced the num- 
ber of pages from our all-time high of 24 pages 
last month. Also, we have retumed to using first 
class mail. Here’s why we made those changes: 

We tried sending you your issues by third class 
mail last month. Third class is considerably 
cheaper than first class, but it is excruciatingly 
slow. So we have retumed to using first class. 
However, 12 pages is the largest size that weighs 
less than one ounce. First class mail, we hope, will 
deliver your copy in a more timely manner. 
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Official 
ROY 
ROGERS, 
YO-YO @ 
Limited Supply! 


® Mint condition 
® Wooden Axle 


*® Good sleeper and looper 

© Beautiful old-time plastic 

© Ideal for two-handed tricks 

* Original spare string included 

¢A collectors item discovered after 40 years 
Get them while they last! Send to: 


TOM KUHN YO-YOS LTD. 
2383 CALIFORNIA STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94115 
PHONE ORDERS: 415/921-8138 


Single Yo-Yo: $10.00 
10 Yo-Yos in Rare Display: 
$90.00 Postpaid 


Superlative Handmade 
Yo-Yos 
Native & Exotic Woods 


Send For Your Free 
Color Catalogue 


ken picou design in wood 
5508 montview 
austin, tk 78756 


Still Available from Dennis McBride 


“Gallery of Unbelievable 
Two-Handed YoYo Tricks” 
90-minutes. More than 30 tricks. $25 postpaid. 
"The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video" 

More than 30 basic to advanced tricks. $25 postpaid. 
SPECIAL PREMIUM: Mention this ad, and receive a 
FREE, limited edition, Dennis McBride model Hum- 
mingbird Rainbow Trickster with each tape ordered. 

Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBride 
27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350 
805/297-5713 


THE KLUTZ YO-YO BOOK $9.95 
A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
3 Everything from Rock-the- 
/ Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
/ all here: 83 pages lavishly 


/ illustrated, photographed, and 
/ packaged with our own maple wood 
f yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
/ Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
f catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
=/ Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 
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TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 

Keep those tricks coming in. We’! continue to print as many as we can. Rest 
assured that we haven’t overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging folder 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are primarily those that can be 
described in words without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of pictures in 
the newsletter 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary candidates for the book of new 
yo-yo tricks we are assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive a free 6-month extension on 
your subscription. And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” you get a 
year’s extension on your subscription as our token way of saying, “Thanks for 
helping the yo-yo to continue developing as the greatest of all toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you’ Il receive a free, autographed copy by the 
author/editor, Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves in the future, 
please be advised that sending us your trick means that you are giving us per- 
mission to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. You will, of course, 
receive full credit in both places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right-handed yoist. If you’re left- 
handed, make the appropriate changes when following the directions. 


“Bowler’s Dream” 
Mark Pasierb and David Panas, Northfield, Ill. 
First, get three cups and set them down on the floor in a tangle shape. 
Then, “Walk the Dog” and try to hit all the cups and knock them over with 
your yo-yo. 
It's pretty tricky, but with enough practice you’ Il get it. 
You can also try it with “Dog Jumping Through the Hoop.” 


“Rocket the Baby” 

We invented this trick recently while doing a demonstration at a flea market 
at our old high school. Our high school’s team name is the “Rockets.” Natural- 
ly, we couldn’t resist doing the “Skyrocket.” The idea for “Rocket the Baby” 
came while performing “Rock the Baby.” 

Throw a fast spinner. Slip the string off your finger and pinch the end of the 
string between your thumb and middle finger Then, form the baby’s cradle in 
the normal way, and “Rock the Baby” in the cradle. 

Then, swing the yo-yo straight up into the air, letting go of the string with both 
hands simultaneously as it reaches the top of its arc. Let the yo-yo “Skyrocket” 
upwards into the air. As it comes down, catch it in your hat or your pocket. 


“Walk the Cat” (easier version) 

Some time ago (YYT, July-Aug. 1988) we shared with you our version of 
“Walk the Cat.” If you missed it, here it is again: 

Prepare to do a “Walk the Dog,” except turn the yo-yo around in your throw- 
ing hand so that it spins in the opposite direction when thrown. This is tricky 
and will require some practice to keep it from tumbling sideways when thrown. 
Touch the yo-yo to the ground. 

Because it is spinning backwards, it will “walk” behind you. Pretend that you 
weren't expecting it to go in that direction. As the yo-yo reaches the end of its 
walking area, jerk yourwhole body backwards as if the “cat” had suddenly pulled 
you off balance. Performed smoothly, this can be a very funny trick. 


TRICK OF THE MONTH 


“The Magic Yo-Yo,” by Scott Musgrave, Johnstown, NY 

Thy this trick out when you want to make some jaws drop. 

For this trick, you'll need a Yomega yo-yo. Put a nail in the wall, or use a coat 
tack, 

Give the Yomega a good fast sleeper throw. Quickly remove the string from 
your finger and put the loop onto an extended arm of the coat rack or on a nail 
in the wall. 

Listen carefully for the yo-yo to slow down. 

Just as it's about to wind up, clap your hands. If you time it just right, it will 
appear as if you made the yo-yo climb up the string magically. 

When I perform this trick, I use the Yomega for this purpose only during the 
demo. Otherwise, if you let on that the yo-yo comes back by itself, it ruins the 
trick. 

I tell my audience that the yo-yo truly has “mystic forces of unexplained intel- 
ligence.” 

I stand clear of the yo-yo as it goes up the string, and I time my walk towards 
it so that I can catch it before it begins to fall back down. 

I quickly take the string off the rack or nail and go on with another trick. 

I’ve used a magic wand with this trick, and it works well, but aloud hand clap 
and whistle do great. 


Recently, when we were visiting with Tom Smothers, he showed us an easier 
way to do the same trick. 

Face the right side of the stage. Throw a fast sleeper. Walk around the yo-yo as 
it spins, so that you are now facing the left side of the stage. 

Touch the yo-yo to the ground, as if to do “Walk the Dog.” Start to walk for- 
ward. The yo-yo is spinning in the opposite direction and will walk away from 
you. Pretend that the yo-yo is pulling you off balance and yanking you backwards. 
Tom Smothers performs this trick with a great comic flourish. 


“Walk the Cat and Dog” 

This is a two-handed trick. Stand sideways to the audience. Throw two fast 
sleepers simultaneously. With one hand, throw a “Walk the Dog.” With the other 
hand, tum the yo-yo around and throw a “Walk the Cat” spinner. 

Touch both yo-yos to the ground at the same time. One will walk forward, the 
other will walk backwards. The effect is thatyou are being pulled in two different 
directions at the same time. Play it up for comic effect. 


“Walk the Kangaroo” 
The idea for this trick was invented by one of our young friends, Sara Ross. 
”Walk the Dog,” hopping instead of walking. With a bit of practice, you can 
even make the yo-yo itself hop at the same time you do without coming back to 
your hand. This trick works best on a rug. 


“Around the World and Spank the Baby” 

Our 6-year-old son Steve Crump invented this one inadvertently. We liked it so 
much we now include it in our own act, where it usually gets a laugh. The trick 
is very easy to do. Throw an “Around the World.” On the second time the yo-yo 
goes “Around the World,” move your hand ever so slightly and angle your body 
so that the yo-yo “spanks” you on the bottom as it comes around the second time. 

Make up a funny line that ties the trick into your routine. I’ve tried several and 
vary the line according to my mood and the audience’s mood at the time. 


“I Forgot” 
Brad Nestle, “Yo Dude,” Alvin, TX 
This trick is based on the same basic principle as “The Stealth Bomber” trick 
printed in the January-February 1990 issue. 
Next time you need a fast trick to impress your friends, do a real bad imitation 
of Ronald Reagan while you pretend to be figuring out how to do your next trick. 
Finally, give up after performing no real trick. Say, “Well, I just forgot.” 
They will be rolling in the aisles. Seriously. 


“Sword and Shield” 
Paul Buethe, Lodi, Calif. 

This is a relatively easy trick to conceptualize but difficult to perform. Timing 
is everything. 

”Loop the Loop” with one hand. At the same time, throw “Around the World” 
sideways in front of your body with your other hand. The trick is to time the loop- 
ing and the big “Around the World” loop so the yo-yo strings cross over each 
other without tangling. 


PATHS TO THE STATE OF YO 


“Getting Started with a Smile” 


by Don Watson, “Captain Yo” 

You can be a yo-yo hero. Show your beginner yo-yo friend how to get the yo- 
yo to the end of the string and back successfully--on the first try. 

Show your beginner friend the following technique. When your friend tries it, 
you be the coach. Start with the string on your finger, yo-yo ready to go. 

1, Hold the yo-yo in your cupped hand, palm facing down, with your string 
finger curled comfortably in the yo-yo slot. 

2. Hold the yo-yo hand at waist height, no higher 

3. Ease your grip on the yo-yo. When it begins to fall toward the floor, move 
your hand upward in a smooth and easy motion. 

4. When the yo-yo reaches the end of the string, move your hand down toward 
the yo-yo in a smooth, easy motion to... 

5. Catch the yo-yo in yourcupped hand at waist height, the same position where 
you dropped it! 

Relax and visualize the action of this technique before you try it 

Moving the hand upward (step 3) while the yo-yo is on the way down imparts 
spin energy to the yo-yo, to assure that it can get back to your hand when it starts 
back up the string. 

Moving your hand downward (step 4) makes it easier for the yo-yo to rewind 
the string, again to assure that it can get back to your hand. 

It’s a grand feeling of accomplishment for the beginner (and foryou as coach) 
to get the yo-yo to the end of the string and back on the first try. It’s the State of 
Yo. 

Given success with this technique, you and your friend can move the yo-yo 
down and up the string in successive cycles for as long as you like, with ease and 
confidence. 


American Spinners Yo-Yo Corp. 
57 Willowbrook Blvd. 

Suite 406 

Wayne, New Jersey 07470 
PHONE: 201-785-1555 

FAX: 201-785-3024 


Introducing American Spinners 
Jackets and T-shirts © 


AMERICAN SPINNERS T-SHIRTS: 

Our 100% cotton t-shirts are of a loose 
cool fit with off-the-shoulder sleeves. Our 
American Spinners logo is emblazoned 
with rich vibrant glitzy blue diamond dust 
against a pure white setting. For extra 
comfort and yo-yo maneuvering ability, 
one size fits all. 

Price: $12.50 Shipping: $2.25 

Made in the U.S.A. 


AMERICAN SPINNERS JACKET: 
Our jacket is made of 100% white satin 
acetate. !ts poly-cotton ribbing on the 
collar, cuffs and hem with six white gloss 
snap buttons make it ideal for breezy days. 
Off-the-shoulder sleeves give the arms 
freedom of motion. The back of this light 
weight jacket sports a 12-inch American 
Spinners logo in a rich vibrant glitzy blue 
diamond dust, one size fits all. 
Price: $26.50 Shipping: $2.25 
Made in the U.S.A. 


AD-¥O",, paouoo8n 


1665 E. 18th St., Suite 207, Tucson, Arizona 85719 
(602) 623-9981 FAX #(602) 792-1206 


AD-YOs ARE KEPT 
FOREVER! 


ASK ABOUT 
OUR YEAR-ROUND 
GIFT-YOS 


AD-YOS PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS! 


AD-YOS PROMOTE YOUR ORGANIZATION! 
PROMOTE YOURSELF! 
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THE YO-YO COLLECTOR 


Gorham Sterling Silver Yo-Yo 

Just a short note regarding your letters on the 
Gorham Sterling Silver Yo-Yo. At the time it was 
manufactured, it was made for Gorham by the 
Union Wading Corp., which manufactured Fes- 
tival yo-yos. 

The yo-yo consisted of a regular plastic yo-yo 
with the silver cap stuck over the outside. 

I had the pleasure of going to New York and 
doing a couple of demonstrations for Gorham Sil- 


Wooden Monarch 
Yo-Yos 


You've seen the rest. Now try the best! 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


Now you can mail order a WOODEN 
MONARCH YO-YO! Handmade by Tom Hol- 
mes for sale at craft shows and in galleries 
locally. We now offer them to Yo-Yo Times 
readers! 

Using over 20 types of wood, we make 
light, middle and heavyweight yo-yos for all 
kinds of tricks. Unique shapes and inlays 
make a great display of these beautiful exotic 
and domestic hardwoods! 
= yo-yos have an inside bevel to improve 
ride. 

3 shapes: (A) Original, unique angled 
shoulder; (B) rounded, more traditional; and 
(C) butterfly. 


Choose from these woods: 


LIGHTWEIGHTS (40-50g): 
Koa, mahogany, teak, zebra wood. 


MIDDLEWEIGHTS (50-609): 
Cherry, imbuyia, maple-wainut, oak, 
paduak. 


HEAVYWEIGHTS (60-70g): 


Purpleheart, goncalo alvez, wenge, 
rose wood. 


SUPER HEAVYWEIGHTS (75g 4: 


Tulipwood, coco bolo. 


Send $15 plus $2.25 postage and handling. 
Specify wood type and shape (A, B or C). 
Yo-yo bag, $5 
Pkg. of 5 strings, $1 
Indian Head penny inlays, add $5 
Make checks payable to Tom Holmes. 
WOODEN MONARCH YO-YOS 
1187 COAST VILLAGE RD., #249 
SANTA BARBARA, CA 93108 


wn CR ee ae eee Fee Siete mene 


Please send me the best in yo-yos. 
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ver at the time of their release. While I don’t 
remember the exact date, it was sometime around 
1971 or 1972. I hope this adds some light to the 
previous articles. 
Bob Rule, “Mr. Yo-Yo” 
Lawrenceville, GA 


Contemplating the Parts of a Yo-Yo 

I’ve been contemplating drawing schematics for 
my own design of yo-yas, but here are some of my 
early problems. Can you or any of your readers 
help clear them up? 

1. The anatomy of the yo-yo. I know the axle 
and the string, but what are the two halves called? 
Idea: Maybe you could sell posters with the basic 
anatomy drawn up with basic assembly laws like 
the distance between the “halves” and what are the 
mast effective tools to use in construction? 

2. What is the scientific name of the “space” be- 
tween the two halves of the yo-yo? 

3. Could you suggest some woodworkers or toy 
makers who might be able to help me construct 
prototypes of my new yo-yo design? 

4. Tam looking for something different such as 
acustom string. Doyou know any string company 
who might pick up this project? 

5. How would I go about marketing this new yo? 

Also, I have a few more questions. Could any of 
your readers help me? 

6. Was or is there a yo-yo made by Duncan or 
any other company called the “Chick-O-Dee”? 

7. Would the disc in the Hanzbenf-shaped 
“paper clip” design qualify as a yo-yo? (Editor's 
note: We had trouble deciphering your handwrit- 
ing on “Hanzbenf” and hope we got it right. We 
never heard of whatever that is.) 

8. Can the yo-yo’s energy be hamessed and used 
in other ways? 

9, How many books are there on yos? 

10. Are there any yo-yo clubs in existence today 
that I could join? 

11. Would the toy disc that spins from pulling 
both strings, altemately winding and unwinding 
them, qualify as a yo-yo? 

12. I've heard there is a yo-yo ring~a yo-yo 
mounted on a ring. Where might I get it? 

13. Are there any yoyos that don’t look like yos? 

Aris Wilson 
158 E 87th St. 
Los Angeles, CA 90003 

(Sorry we can’t help you with all your questions, 
but here’s our answers to a few of your questions. 
Wée trust our brilliant readers will correct us where 
we are wrong and fill in the gaps where we are ig- 
norant. 

8. Sure, you can hamess the yo-yo’s energy. 
Yourself. Use the spin of a yo-yo to revitalize you 
when you are feeling down and blue and listless. 

9. Not enough. 

10. Yes. Would the group in the Los Angeles area 
please get in touch with Aris. 

11. This toy has been called a “whizzer” or a 
“buzzer” It’s an old Indian toy, whichwas popular 
in pioneering days. You can make one yourself 
with a large button and some string. If anyone is 
unfamiliar with this toy and would like instruc- 
tions on how to make one, drop us a line. If we get 
enough requests, we'll include it in a future issue. 
As to your question, we’d guess that this would 
not be counted as a “yo-yo.” Anyone care to argue 
that point? 

12. We’ve heard of a yo-yo ring but never seen 
one. We have a yo-yo watch, but it keeps lousy 
time. Doesn’t play well as a yo-yo, either If 
enough readers are interested in getting one 
(they’re not too expensive— somewhere around 
$5 orso), drop us a line and we’ Il see if can get a 
bunch of them for you at wholesale prices.) 


NEW YO BRIEFS 


@ Slo-Yos by Design in Wood, 5508 Montview, 
Austin, TX 78756, 512/454-3425, are now avail- 
able with customized laser carving according to 
your design. “We can engrave the yo-yos with any 
design that will fit within a 1 5/8-inch circle,” 
company president Ken Picou said. “The com- 
plexity of the design doesn’t matter.” Don’t call 
and try to order just one yo-yo, however The min- 
imum order is 100 yo-yos. For wholesale pricing 
information, contact Ken for details. 

e Business is really picking up at Playmaxx, 
CHO Bill Gelb told us. Sales for June-December 
1989 were 300% over those of the same period in 
1988, he said. “We now have national coverage 
with sales reps. The Ad-Yo business is growing at 
a fast clip all over the country.” 

New from Playmaxx Inc., 1665 E 18th St, 
Suite 207, Tucson, AZ 85719, 602/623-9981: bi- 
color plastic yo-yos made with bright, translucent 
colors. “The bright colors are selling well,” CEO 
Bill Gelb told YYT. In fact, business is doing so 
well that sales are up “450% over last year,” Gelb 
said. “We’ re marketing all overthe U.S. with close 
to 50 reps. Just recently a store in New York called 
and told us they had sold so many yo-yos the first 
day they put them on the shelf that they were dou- 
bling their order” 

Playmaxx has also begun a new Gift-Yo 
division, which sells a variety of yo-yos suitable 
for gifts to stationery and gift stores. Gift-Yos in- 
clude happy birthday, happy anniversary, con- 
gratulations, it’s a boy (blue), it’s a girl (pink), 
Valentine’s Day and Christmas yo-yos, which are 
packed in a red and white gift box. Playmaxx has 
also developed a new beginners yo-yo video with 
Dale Oliver. Watch forits release soon. Also, Gelb 
said, “Look for new neon colored yo-yos in late 
April.” 

e Rumors of a fantastic new, long-spinning yo- 
yo from the labs of Tom Kuhn were confirmed 
when “Dr. Yo” showed his latest creation, the as- 
yet-unnamed, free-wheeling yo-yo at “The Return 
of the Yo-Yo” exhibit in Richmond, Calif., in 
March. Just one example of what he can do with 
this new yo: “One day I was casually throwing 
’ Around the Worlds’ and did 102 of them and still 
managed to catch the yo-yo in my hand,” Kuhn 
told YYT. He told us his plan is to introduce the 
commercial version of the new yo-yo, with the 
tentative name, “Silver Bullet I,” when “The 
Return of the Yo-Yo” exhibit comes to the 
Washington, D.C., area in October (Tom Kuhn 
Custom Yoyos, 2383 California St., San Francis- 
co, CA 94115, 415/921-8138.) 

@ “We call them ’Wooden Monarchs’ because 
we make them out of the kings of the forest,” Tom 
Holmes explained about his new yo-yos, which he 
handcrafts in his workshop and which he and his 
family sell at arts and crafts festivals throughout 
the Los Angeles area. “I take the kids (he and his 
wife have four) and we have a good time. It seems 
like everywhere we go, we meet someone who 
used to be an oid Duncan master or who tells us, 
*I was the city champion when I was a kid.’” (See 
ad on p. 6 for details on how to purchase one.) 
Wooden Monarch, 212 Equestrian Ave., Santa 
Barbara, CA 93101, 805/966-0500. 

e Did you hear the country song “Addicted” by 
Dan Seales? It contains the line, “She bounces 
like a yo-yo when he pulls her string.” Have you 
heard any other popular songs that contain yo-yo 
references? Send them in. 

e@ Dennis McBride has had custom-made for 
him from Hummingbird a special wooden butter- 
fly yo-yo. “Hummingbird had run off some butter- 
fly yo-yos for the Bicentennial in 1976,” McBride 


FROM THE MAKERS OF... 


All 
A great wooden yo-yo. 
Oo Light-catching diffraction patterns on each side. 
< Red, blue, green, orange, or purple. $4.50 


The same great wooden yo-yo with a 
/ patented leather belt sap. $6.95 


Z A finely tuned yo-yo 
Y "for performance to the second power*. 
© Black finish with light-diffractve sides and a black string 
~ Each half custom balanced and hand tested. 
(YO SQUAREG) © Black Jeather belt swap. $12.95 


ZBA Inc. Be PEE 502 Broadway SCHENECTADY NewYork 12305 518-393-8150 
ate Fe : 


~_ 


NEW from YOMEGA: The " California Collection" 


YOMEGA — The Yo-Yo with a Brain® 
is now available in the new California Collection of Colors. 


Choose among alternating clutch colors as follows: 


Letter Color 


Raspberry/Blue 
Raspberry/Lime 
Raspberry/Yellow 
Lime/Blue 
Lime/Yellow 
Blue/Yellow 


Price: $11.95 each, $60 for collection of six California colors. $2 postage and handling per item. 
Mention this ad and we'll pay the postage and handling! 
Also available: Yomega Instructional Video, $19.95. 
(Mass. residents add 5% sales tax) 
Please specify "California Collection’ letter and color. 


Include check or money order with your name and address and send to: 


Yomega Corp., Yo-Yo Times Offer, 1641 N. Main St., Fall River, MA 02720 
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told us. “They still had the mold, I had them run 
off some with my logo.” You can order one direct- 
ly from Dennis McBride, 27746 N. Santa Clarita 
Rd., Saugus, CA 91350, $5 postpaid. Available in 
blue, red or black. 

® Jennifer Baybrook, “The Yo-Yo Princess” 
and the youngest professional yo-yoer in the 
country, has a new yo-yo. It’s a Classic model 
made especially for her by Hummingbird Toy Co. 
They’re available directly from the Baybrook 
family for $4 postpaid at RD #1, Box 1220, Enos- 
burg, VT 05450. 


YO-YO CALENDAR 


The Return of the Yo-Yo 

"The Retum of the Yo-Yo" (see story, p. 1) is 
scheduled to appear at the following shopping 
centers during the next two-and-a-half years: 

July 9-22, Twelve Oaks, Novi, Mich; Aug. 1- 
19, Woodland, Grand Rapids, Mich; Sept. 9-30, 
Fair Oaks, Fairfax, Va; March 1991, Marley Sta- 
tion, Glen Burnie, Md.; May 1991, Lakeforest, 
Gaithersburg, Md.; August 1991, Woodfield, 
Schaumburg, Iil.; June 1992, Bellevue Center, 
Nashville, Tenn.; August 1992, Meadowood, 
Reno, Nev. 


Smothers Brothers Tour Continues 

Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers through April. Please 
check your local listings for further information. 

May 12, Mosque Auditorium, Richmond, Va.; 
May 13, Sundome Center for the Performing Arts, 
Sun City West, Ariz.; May 16-20, Harrah’s Hotel, 
Lake Tahoe, Nev.; May 24-June 13, Desert Inn 
Hotel, Las Vegas, Nev.; June 16-17, Paul Masson 
Winery, Saratoga, Calif.; July 14, Toronto, 
Canada; July 16-22, QE Il cruise, New York to 
England. 


IJA/Yo-Yo Conference: L.A. in July 

The First International Yo-Yo Convention is on 
for July 17-21, 1990, at the University of Califor- 
‘nia in Los Angeles (UCLA). 

The yo-yo convention will be a part of the much 
larger Intemational Jugglers Association annual 
convention, which is scheduled for those dates. 
We will be piggy-backing on their efforts. 

We are currently working with the LJA to 
schedule a series of yo-yo-oriented workshops 
and performances that will complement the IJA’s 
juggling workshops, contests, stage shows and so 
on. 

All registrations and other arrangements will be 
made through the IJA, not through ‘Yb-W% Times. 
Anyone can attend an LIA convention for one day; 
to attend more than one day, you have to join the 
UA, which is a modest investment of $25 peryear. 
Your membership includes a subscription to DA's 
delightful magazine, Jugglers World. 

If the idea intrigues you, contact the LJA direct- 
ly. Write to Tom Bennett, 1320 Louisiana, Akron, 
OH 44314, 216/753-1185, and ask forinformation 
on joining the association and attending next 
year’s convention. 


Put on Your Own Yo-Yo Workshop 

If you have a yo-yo-related workshop idea 
you'd like to present, send it along to us at Y-Yd 
Times, Convention Workshops, P.O. Bax 1519, 
Hemdon, VA 22070. Here are a few ideas that 
have already been suggested for workshops: 
beginning, intermediate, advanced and two- 
handed workshops; yo-yo woodcarving; how to 
develop a routine; spin tops and other spinning 
toys; how to make money yo-yoing; and how to 
make yo-yos. Do you have any other ideas? Send 
them along. 
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N.Y. TOY FAIR REPORT 


The New York Toy Fair, held annually in 
February, spotlights all the hottest new toys on the 
market. Here are a few yo-yo highlights we culled 
when we attended this year’s show. 

By the way, some of these companies sell 
wholesale only, which means that if you want to 
buy their yo-yos, you’ Il have to go to your local 
toy store. Those companies that will notsell toyou 
directly are generally indicated in the stories. They 
will be happy, however, to sell you a “case lot,” 
usually with a minimum order of $100-200. So be 
advised! 

e News from Yomega Corp., 1641 N. MainSt, 
Fall River, MA 02720, 617/672-7399: (1) The in- 
troduction of a line of six new “Califomia Collec- 
tion” Yomega—“The Yo-Yo With a 
Brain” —yo-yos, each with a different colored 
clutch (to order, see Yomega’s ad in this issue). (2) 
The Outrageous long-spinning yo-yo received a 
US. Patent in January. (3) The new Gemini 
Gyro(tmy: The Convertible Yo-Yo Top, which 
Yomega introduced at Toy Fair in New York in 
February, will be available by mail for $10.95 plus 
$2 shipping and handling, beginning in June. The 
toy is a long-spinning top (with recorded spins of 
overfive minutes). It can be used both as a topand 
also can be reconfigured as a standard Outrageous 
Yo-Yo. The company is taking orders now, for 
shipments to begin in June. 

e “Neos are hot,” according to Tom O’Brien, 
sales manager for Duncan Toys Inc., 15981 
Valplast Rd., Middlefield, OH 44062. Introduced 
at the New York Toy Fair in February, “in March 
they outsold our number one seller, the "SKU 
[Shop Keeping Unit], which contains an assort- 
ment of three dozen yo-yos,” O’ Brien said. Dun- 
can has also introduced a new neo color, “Electric 
Watermelon.” The Neos are now available in five 
bright colors: green, yellow, pink, orange and 
watermelon. 

@ One of the best-looping wooden yo-yos we’ve 
seen is “Newton’s Yo-Yo” from a new company 
in the yo-yo business, Aero-motion Inc., P.O. 
Box 4546, Santa Barbara, CA 93140, 805/965- 
5123. Aero-motion’s new yo-yos should not be 
confused with the clacker-like toy marketed by 
Good Ideas Co. (see ad in Nov.-Dec. 1989 issue), 
which also goes under the name “Newton’s Yo- 
Yo.” The two companies appear to have devised 
their products at about the same time unaware that 
another product was entering the market with the 
same name. Aero-motion also manufactures the 
“Flying Puddle Jumper,” a hand-launched 
helicopter-like toy. They also have finger tops, “I 
can’t help myself,” Aero-motion president Bryan 
Shoolery told us. “I keep making fun things. We 
take old toys that work on scientific principles and 
make them better.” Newton’s Yo-Yos are made in 
Califomia out of birch and come ina natural finish 
as well as in assorted colors of red, green, yellow, 
blue as well as neon colors green, orange, yellow 
and pink. Their finish gives them a different feel 
from every other wooden yo-yo we've used, “We 
use a secret ingredient in the finish,” is all that 
Shoolery would say on the subject. If you can’t 
find Aero-motion yo-yos at your local toy store, 
you can buy them from the manufacturer. 
However, the minimum order is $97.20 worth of 
product at one time; they sell wholesale only. The 
Newton’s Yo-Yo has a suggested retail price of 
$4.50, or $5.00 for the neon-colored yo-yos. If you 
buy in quantities, you can also order them im- 
printed with your own logo or message fora slight 
additional charge. 

@ The Toycrafter, 1237 E. Main St, Rochester, 
NY 14609, 800/433-TOYS or 716/288-9000, 


which makes a wide variety of wooden tops, has 
added yo-yos to its linewp. It now distributes yo- 
yos manufactured by ZBA Toys Inc. “This is the 
first time we’ ve acted as a distributor,” Toycrafter 
owner Don Oiney told YYT: “We thought about 
offering yo-y os forseveral years but never got into 
them before. I was mainly concemed about the 
safety question. I made a few and gave my son 
one, and the axle fell out. I’ve been concemed 
what might happen if the string breaks and the yo- 
yOgoes into someone’s window ornose. But, then, 
1 figured, they’ve been making yo-yos for a mil- 
lion years and Duncan is still in business. Then 
Tony (Costanza, owner of ZBA) came along with 
these nicely made yo-yos that meet my quality 
standards.” 

@ The former Great American Marble Co. has 
grown so much since it began marketing marbles 
7 years ago that it has changed its name. Now the 
Great American Trading Co, P.O. Box 361, 
Deep River, CT 06417, 203/526-4335, the com- 
party makes pick-up sticks, jacks “and other nos- 
talgic toys,” owner Connie Karkowski told us. 
“We started as a mail-order company in my 
garage. Then we were sold in high-quality toy and 
gift stores. From that came dealing with a lot of 
major catalogs, such as Lands End, Eddie Bauer 
and Smithsonian.” Now yo-yos have been added 
to the line. “The whole thing about marketing is 
to come out with new products at every toy fair 
and gift show,” she said. “We manufacture every- 
thing ourselves in York, Pa. The premium business 
is really picking up.” The company’s wooden yo- 
yos have a suggested retail price of $2.25. Mini- 
mum order is $150, with yo-yos available at 
wholesale prices. Other products the company 
markets include paddle balls, peg and marble 
games, blocks, checkers and other traditional 
board games, tiddledywinks, ring toss and school 
boxes. 

© Bradley Boury told us that his company, Gig- 
gles Toy Co., 43035 Hayes, Suite 202, Sterling 
Heights, MI 48078, 313/791-9299, which makes 
glow-in-the-dark toys, is planning to introduce a 
glow-in-the-dark yo-yo. No details yet. 

@ New from the Damert Co. (new address: 
2476 Verna Ct, San Leandro, CA94577, 415/895- 
6500), the Night Roller, a glow in the dark yo-yo, 
which retails for $4. Do not write Damert and at- 
tempt to buy one. The company sells in wholesale 
quantities only. Check your local toy store. 

© Toysmith, 6705 S. 216th, Kent, WA 98032, 
206/395-3644 or 800/356-0474 distributes three 
kinds of plastic yo-yos: (1) traditional plastic yo- 
yos in assorted bright colors (24 per display); (2) 
ayo-yo key chain: a 1 1/2-inch yo-yo snaps out of 
the key chain; and G) a mini plastic yo-yo (as- 
sorted colors) one-inch in diameter, comes 48 
pieces per display; intended primarily as party 
favors. Minimum orders are $100, sold in 
wholesale lots only. It does not sell single yo-yos. 

@ Spectra Star, P.O. Box 3099, 13215 Louvre 
St, Pacoima, CA91333-3099, 818/897-2979, has 
increased its line of novelty yo-yos with a Dick 
Tracy Yo-Yo, to be shipped in May to coincide 
with the new Dick Tracy movie starring Warren 
Beatty and Madonna, and a Dick Tracy Wrist Yo- 
Yo, a small yo-yo that fits into a wrist holder and 
looks like a watch. The latter is in keeping with 
the theme of the two-way wrist radio that the 
comic-strip Dick Tracy has carried since 1946. 
“It's a micro-yo-yo, senior VP-sales Jim Kaiser 
told us. “It will sleep and is completely function- 
al.” Other new yo-yos from Spectra Star include 
The Simpsons, Beetlejuice, Gremlins I, Bugs 
Bunny, Spider-Man and Hulk Hogan. Spectra Star 
began a national TV campaign in February, broad- 
cast in over 100 local markets, promoting its 


4 “ITSY-BITSY”’ 
STICKER YO-YOS 
FOR $5.00 


Postage Paid 


Our one inch diameter hardwood sticker yo-yo’s come in 
“AON four neon colors (pink, green, yellow, orange). They won’t 
=) help you win any contests but they do actually work and 
would be a novel addition to your yo-yo collection. 


YO-YO STRINGS 


Order 50 standard cotten blend yo-yo strings for only 
$5.00. Shipping included. 


cam wt de 
Customized Stickers 


Also available are customized stickers and sticker yo-yos 


<u. (in larger quantities) to promote your state, town, 
Los business, school or organization. For more information 
call (208) 752-3391 


11 Please send me 50 Standard Cotton 
Blend Yo-Yo Strings 


L] Please send me 4 Itsy-Bitsy Sticker 
Yo-Yos (Assorted colors) 


Name Name 
Address Address 


Send $5.00 to: 
Wallace Toy Company 
P.O. Box 349 
Wallace, Idaho 83873 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

ee ol 

City/State/Zip ! City/State/Zip 

| Send $5.00 to: 

| Wallace Toy Company 

| P.O. Box 349 

| Wallace, Idaho 83873 
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Sports Yos and Radical (character) Yos. 
(Wholesale orders only.) 

e@ World Wide Games, Notwich Ave., Col- 
chester, CT 06415, 203/537-2866, offers wooden 
yo-yos in its retail catalog as well as a yo-yo kit 
that you can assemble yourself, director of sales 
Harniet Griffith told us. The company’s catalog is 
full of old-fashioned wooden games such as skit- 
tles, board games, puzzles, box hockey, miniature 
pool-type games and so on. 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters 


and Articles 
We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
ber withall letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
toyouif we have questions. We will not print your 
address unless you ask us to. 


Rebirth 

I would like to order back issues of Yb- Times 
as advertised in your last issues.... 

I really enjoy your magazine and the current 
rebirth of the interest in the “timeless toy,” the yo- 
yo. I was overwhelmed when I saw my short let- 
ter to you reprinted in your last issue. 

Thanks for a great magazine! 

Tom Mickle, “Yo-Da” 
Swansea, Mass. 


Articles & Pictures Wanted 

I just received my first issue of Yo-Yo Times. 
It’s great. 

Tordered my subscription from a card that came 
with my 3-in-1 No Jive. Now I have nine yo-yos: 
a No Jive, two Hummingbird Starbursts, a Yo-Yo 
Man Yo-Yo, a Smothers Brothers Yo-Yo, a 
Yomega, a Duncan Butterfly, a Duncan Jewel and 
a Duncan Satellite, and I’ m still collecting. 

I’ve got lots of articles and pictures, too. 

My friend and I really enjoy yoing, so we want 
to know where some contests are held. Also, if 
anyone has any articles or pictures, please send 
copies to me. Thanks. 

Rich Mitchen, “The Kid” 
1427 Schroeder Rd. 
Atwater, OH 44201 


The Big Times 
I don’t know if anyone else has mentioned this 
(orif anyone cares), but on the Doogie HowserTV 
show on Dec. 27, Doogie wore a Tom Kuhn “State 
of Yo” T-shirt. Keep up the good work. 
Mark L. Reynolds 
San Diego, CA 92139 


On the Wall 

Like Denise Harris (see “Letters” section in 
YYT, Jan.-Feb. 1990), I packed a few yo-yos in 
my luggage. Before I left, I purchased an entire set 
of Kuhn and Hummingbird yo-yos to give away 
as gifts in the Philippines (the yo-yo’s home). The 
coup attempt forced me to change my plans at the 
last minute, so my yo-yos and I went to Hong 
Kong, Mainland China and Taiwan instead. 

When I m stressed, it’s second nature for me to 
pull out ayo-yoand doa few tricks to relax. When 
I started pumping wood while waiting for my host 
in Shanghai, 30 people crowded into the small 
stationery shop to see what the round eyes was 
doing. It seems they’d neverseen a yo-yo before! 
Many of the folks gave it a good try, but they had 
trouble figuring out how to get the thing back from 
the end of the string. 

I walked my No Jive through Beijing, loop-the- 
looped in Kowloon and around-the worid’d in 


Taipei. Whereas Timothy Leary always wanted to 
drop acid on the Great Wall of China, I got my 
high by putting a Hummingbird rosewood yo-yo 
through its paces. 

Bverywhere I was, dozens of locals stopped to 
see what I was doing and wanted to try their hand 
at it. I started carrying extras in my pockets, and 
we'd get a whole gang of people vying tosee who 
could bring theirs back first. Like Johnny Ap- 
pleseed, I planted yo-yos everywhere I went. 

I hope to be retuming to the Far East soon, and 
I guarantee that a suitcase full of yo-yos will be 
going with me. Now, if Icouldjust finda “Scream- 
ing Satellite”! 

Ron LaPedis 
Daly City, CA 
(Can any of our readers help Ron?) 


Calling New England Yoers--Again 

Overayearagoyou published a letter I had writ- 
ten in which I asked any serious yo-yo throwers 
in New England to contact me because I knew of 
no others at the time. 

Thank you. I now know of several others. 

Although we yo-yo throwers are few and far be- 
tween here in the Northeast, I feel that there may 
be enough of us to organize a meet and have 
decided to give ita try. 

I would like to repeat my request that readers of 
Yo-Yo Times contact me, particularly those who 
may be interested in attending a yo-yo meet. 

If possible, this meet will happen in southem 
New Hampshire or northem Massachusetts, in 
late summer or early fall. 

Also, I would like to register my stage name. 

Bill Alton, “Yo-Yo Bill” 
124 Cabot St. 
Portsmouth, NH 03801 


Starting a High School Yo-Yo Team 
I am trying to establish a school-chartered Yo- 
Yo Team in my high school. I would greatly ap- 
preciate it if you could send me official rules for 
y0-yo competitions. Thanks. 
Jorey Ramer 
4 Hillside Rd. 
Kinnelon, NJ 07405 
(Mu can obtain a set of contest rules from Hum- 
mingbird Toy Co. Ltd., 32 Water St., P.O. Bax 276, 
Arcade, NY 14009, and you can also find rules in 
the back of Helane Zeiger’s book, “The World on 
a String”, which is available from TK Yb-yos 
Lid., (2383 California St, San Francisco, CA 
94115), for $12 plus $2.50 shipping and handling. 
If anyone knows of any other sets of official rules, 
we'd love to hear about them.) 


Practice Pays Off 

I just received my new copy of YYT. Wow! It’s 
beginning to become the “full-fledged magazine” 
that all your readers are hoping for I enjoyed all 
the new features. The yo-yo “test drive” is an in- 
teresting concept. I'll give it a shot and send you 
my results at a later date. 

Well, the practice has paid off! ] am now doing 
the “Man on the Flying Trapeze” trick with “the 
greatest of ease.” Actually, I have to give thanks 
to Dennis McBride, whose two videos were a 
great inspiration and alot of help in leaming many 
tricks. I would also like to thank him for retuming 
the phone call and talking with me about yoing. 

I’ve also had the pleasure of talking with Don 
Duncan Jr. I recently had his company, Playmaxx, 
make up some Ad-Yos with my company logo on 
the sides. I got all my co-workers to help out in 
purchasing them for the five principals of our firm. 
Fach Ad-Yo had the company name, logo and 
each person’s name on the side. Kind of like a yo- 
yo business card. Byery one enjoyed them. 


Page 10 - Yo-Yo Times / March-April 1990 


The Smo-Bro video has also been of great help 
to me. If you’ re out there, Tommy, I just want to 
let you know, we have a great golf course here in 
Topeka. Zoysia fairways, mature tree-lined 18- 
hole course that could, however, use a better snack 
bar. 

Anyway, thanks again to all the great folks 
who've inspired me to get into yoing, and thanks 
to you, Yo-Yo Times, for being such a great way 
to communicate and share all these experiences! 

Larry Shirley 
“Loopin’ Lany” 
Topeka, Kans. 
Starting a Yo-Yo Club on Campus 

Iam a student at the University of California at 
Berkeley and am planning to start a yo-yo club on 
campus. 

Can you please send me any information you 
might have on yo-yos and any catalogs or mail- 
order forms that I may use to order your products? 

Giovanni Nepomuceno 
“The Yo-Yo Bum” 
2650 Haste St, 601E 
Berkeley, CA 94720 

(Giovanni wrote this letter before he had seena 
copy of our newsletter, which by now he has 
received copies of, containing much of the infor- 
mation he has requested. We are printing his let- 
ter in case anyone wishes to get in touch with him 
and share ideas about forming a yo-yo club, Come 
to think of it, send us copies of your correspon- 
dence and we’ ll share it with our readers.) 


NEWS BRIEFS 


e It is with regret we report the passing of 
another yo-yo pro. 49-year-old Don Cutright of 
Detroit, Mich., died suddenly on March8, leaving 
5 children ages 13 through 24, and his wife of 25 
years, Ginger. His long-time friend Ken Filary and 
he were in the process of setting up a new yo-yo 
sales and promotion company, The Yo-Yo Fac- 
tory. Ken recalled first hiring Don, sight unseen, 
in about 1962 to help him do a promotion in 
Washington, D.C. Ken promised that he intends to 
continue The Yo-Yo Factory project. If you knew 
Don and would like to drop a line to his family, 
you can reach them c/o Don and Ginger’s busi- 
ness, which Ginger is continuing, National 
Security Lighting, 19620 W. McNichol, Detroit, 
MI 48219. 

@ We were also saddened to leam of the pass- 
ing of George Acosta Somera, 86, of Salisbury, 
N.C, on Jan. 7. A native of the Philippines, he 
worked for Duncan Yo-Yo from 1930 until 1972 
and at one time held the record forthe most “Loop 
the Loops.” He reportedly invented at least 26 of 
today’s standard tricks. You can write to his wife, 
Gladys Hahn Somera, at Rt. 9, Box 50, Salisbury, 
NC 28144. Our thanks to Gene Mauk of Wichita, 
Kans., for bringing this news to our attention. 
Gene writes: “I first became acquainted with 
George after I won the city yo-yo contest here in 
Wichita and laterworked with him. He was known 
in Salisbury as the ‘Yo-Yo King.’” 

@ Ourapologies to the readers who tried toorder 
the Turbo Sparkler Yo-Yo from DaMert Co. The 
company sells only to wholesale buyers, mini- 
mum order $100. However, you’ll be happy to 
hear that “we're selling a lot of them,” product 
development manager Bill Hanlon told us. “It's 
our number one item out of 150 products in our 
catalog.” If you want to buy the yo-yos in 
wholesale lots (and at wholesale prices), you can 
contact the company at 2476 Verna Ct, San 
Leandro, CA 94577, 415/895-6500. Or, pester 
your local toy store until they stock the dazzling, 
high-tech yo-yo. 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


r- 


e From “Current Comedy” by Gary Apple: 
“During a terrible storm, a ship loaded with yo- 
yos sank. In fact, it sank 15 times.” 

@ The world’s largest top will be demonstrated 
at the Annual Chocolate Festival in Burlington, 
Wisc., on May 19-20, 1990. For information, call 
Judith Schulz at the Spinning Top Exploratory 
Museum, 414/763-3946 or 728-5623. 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo-Yos!”) are $1 
each for up to8 words. We will print the first few 
words in boldface unless you specify differently. 

Yo-% Times assumes no responsibility or 

liabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 
WANTED: Yo-yoers (over 21) who enjoy 
working with kids. New program. No travel. 
Good earnings. Please reply by resume or 
letter, c/o Yo-Yo Times, P.O, Box 1519-PYM, 
Herndon, VA 22070. No calls, please! We will 
forward your letters along to the party that 
placed this ad and who wishes to remain 
anonymous at this time. 


DO YOU KNOW any place | can pick up 
1950s VINTAGE DUNCAN Yo-Yos? Any 
help will be appreciated. Dave Reddall, 51 
Commercial St., Provincetown, MA 02657. 


WANTED TO BUY: Old wooden yo-yos. 
Duncan, Cheerio, Satellites, etc. Please send 
price and condition. Bob Jackson, 5046 S.W. 
Waite St., Seattle, WA 98116. 


MINT CONDITION Parker National and 
Olympic Yo-Yos, gold or silver, with logos. $8 
each plus $2 postage and handling or 12 for 
$80 plus $6 P&H. Also, Parker Strings (2 to a 
pack), $1 per packet. While supplies last: 
Satellite Yo-Yos with logo, $8 each postpaid 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times. Enclosed is my subscription pay- 
ment as follows: 
(Payment must be made with order. 
Subscription will begin with next issue. 
Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery.) 


[ ] lyear $12.00 
[ ] 2years $18.00 
[ ] 3years $24.00 
(SAVE $12.00) 
(International subscribers add $6 per 
year for postage & handling) 
(3-2) 
| NAME 
{ 
| ADDRESS 


| CITY STATE ZIP 


Mail this coupon today to: 
Yo-Yo Times, P.O, Box 1519, 
Herndon, VA 22070 


Ne Sa it 


or $55/dozen +$6 P&H. (U.S. dollars.) Mark 
Kersey, 139 Chatham Ave., Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada M4J 1K8. 


FOR SALE: Blank Jack Russell yo-yos, white 
with fight blue rim, $7 each, From “The Early 
Learning Store” in England: H.P. Plast metal 
yo-yos encased in red, blue or yellow plastic, 
made in Denmark, $6 each. Add $2 shipping 
and handling on all orders of up to | dozen 
yo-yos, or $5 per dozen for larger orders. U.S. 
funds. Mark Kersey, 139 Chatham Ave., 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4J 1K8. 


WANTED TO BUY: Old yo-yos, highest 
prices paid. Will also do some trading. 
Richard Nye, 642 W. Shasta Ave., Chico, CA 
95926. 


WANTED TO BUY: Wooden Duncan Yo- 
Yos, all models except “O-Boy.” Also, Duncan 
patches, memorabilia. Send information to: 
David Reddaill, 51 Commercial St., Provin- 
cetown, MA 02657. 


SMOTHERS BROTHERS WANTED. Need 
45s, clippings, VHS video (want/trade list 
avail.), press kits, stills, candids, etc. Kara 
Sjoblom, 74 Applegate Way, Alameda, CA 
94501. 


PROFESSOR YO-YO SAYS 


What is an Old Yo-Yo Worth? 

Clyde Mortensen, who has been vice president 
of marketing for Duncan for more years than even 
he can remember, wrote a few weeks ago and 
raised a few interesting questions. 

“In my 30 years-plus of association with Dun- 
can Yo-Yos, my biggest failing was the lack of ap- 
preciation of the collectible nature and historical 
nature of yo-yos,” Mortensen writes. “As a result, 
I as a person and Duncan as a company have 
surprisingly little in the way of old yo-yos, ad 
material, prize awards and so on. 

“This [lack of memorabilia] is a matter of great 
concern to our chairman, W. R. Sauey, and he has 
charged me with doing something about it,” he 
continues, 

Then he gets down to the “bottom line” of the 
problem: “My problem is that I really don’t have 
a good idea of what the real value of a collectible 
yo-yo is. How do I go about finding out what is 
available and establishing value so we could pur- 
chase from collections? It would sure seem that 
the people who subscribe to your publication 
would be a natural source to tum to for collec- 
tibles....Please give your thoughts on how tovalue 
collectibles and what kind of ad would be suitable 
to go after the market.” 

Cly de, you ask some extremely important ques- 
tions. As you mention, the yo-yo (as with most 
other older toys) has generally not been one of the 
highly prized collectible items over the years, and 
as a result, much of our yo-yo heritage has disap- 
peared. (If only a few of the yo-yos in the federal 
government would do the same and disap- 
pear,...but that’s another story.) 

So far as we know, no one has published a yo- 
yo equivalent to the price guides that you can get 
for practically any other valuable collectible, in- 
cluding stamps, coins, comic books, cars, records, 
magazines and scores of others. 

Why not? We don’t know. Iwas talking to an en- 
thusiastic collector the other day and asked him 
why, with his knowledge of yo-yos, he didn’t put 
together a price guideline of some sort. His reply 
was intriguing. “I’ve been collecting lots of dif- 
ferent things over the years, and I’ve noticed that 
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tlon about Spinning Tops, Gyros, i 

Rotating Toys & Related Devices 
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Patent reprints, games, — hat? ded rofiles, yo- 
& tops a ing in art as well as old cat: recent 
loos pian cath es the “Go-Go Ring,” a remonable yo- 
yo mounted on a ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. 
i] Add fact to your fun with Spin-Offs 
q 3 issues/year. Actual top included in Spring issue. 
1 $18/year or $30/2 years/Overseas add $6/year 


Make check payable to T.Place. Mail to: 
Spinning Top Museum, 380 N. Pine, Burlington, WI ants | 


Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 
Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Club Today! 


Your $8 first-year’s 
membership brings you: M tt R 

A photograph of Tom and Dick 

Soiaher, on Sfticiat Fan Club member- 

ship card, a full-color poster of the Yo-Yo 
Man in action, the SmoBro Newsletter, a 
“Just Say YO!” bumper sticker, two 
Smothers Brothers pe iches, a biography 
of the brothers, a silhouette sticker of the 
brothers and a listing of their concert ap- 


pearances. 
Send your check or 
money order today to: 


BROTHERS 
FAN CLUB 


P.O. Box 74130 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


"It’s Yo-Yo Time!" 

The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to... 
Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage," with 
“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 
Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 


(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Canadian addresses, add Send your check today to: 
“It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 


$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) 
Please allow 3 weeks for Yo-Yo Tunes, P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


delivery in the U.S., and at 
least 6 weeks for overseas. 
Tip sheet included . . . Satisfaction guaranteed 


IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT 
WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 
PATRONIZE OUR 


ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
THEM THE REASON WHY. 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of ‘Yo-Y ‘Times are available, including: 
#-1, 1-2, 1-3, 14, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 2-4, 2-5, 
2-6 and 3-1. If an issue is out of stock, we will send 
you a photocopy of the issue, unless you specify 
otherwise. Send $2 for each copy ordered. 
(Postpaid to the U.S., Canada and Mexico. For 
other foreign orders, add $1 for postage and han- 
dling per issue, except for #2-5, add $1.50 and #- 
6 add $2). Write to: 
Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, 

P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


when someone comes up with a price guideline 
book, all of a sudden the prices jump out of sight 
and I can no longer afford to collect the things. So 
Id rather not see that happen with the yo-yo—at 
least not until I’ve completed my collection!” 

There you have it, the best answer’ ve heard yet 
and one that postulates that we’d all be better 
without a guide to prices. 

What it means is that now is the best time to ac- 
quire those old yo-yos, before somebody puts out 
a price sheet. The prices will never be lower. 
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Yo-Yo Times Exclusive! 


The Duncan Toys Company is proud to make this exclusive offer to 
subscribers of Yo-Yo Times: The original Duncan World Ciass Yo-Yo for only 
$9.00 plus $1.00 postage and handling! 


The World Class is a must for any serious yo-yo player or collector. Originally 
manufactured by Duncan in the mid-1970s, the World Class features specially 
designed metal “inertia rings” to provide additional weight in the rim of the 
yo-yo for longer spin time. The World Class also has a graduated metal axle 
(wider at the outside and narrow in the middle), which keeps your string 
running on track for reduced friction and maximum “sleep.” 


Because our renewed efforts to promote yo-yo play have greatly increased 
interest in this ancient toy, we decided to dust off the molds and make a 
limited production run of one of our best playing models ever — the original 
Duncan World Class! 


As a limited production run, the World Class is available only in its original, 
translucent red with silver graphics and trim. Each comes in its own clear 
acetate display box for protection trom nicks and scratches when not in use. 


To order, just type or print your name and mailing address in the box provided 
below. Let us know how many of the original Duncan World Class Yo-Yos 
you'd like. Make your check or money order payable to “Duncan Toys 
Company” in the amount of $9.00 plus $1.00 postage and handling each and 
send to: 


DUNCAN WORLD CLASS OFFER 
P.O. BOX 5 
MIDDLEFIELD, OH 44062 
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“THE RETURN OF THE YO-YO” [CONTINUED FROM P. 1] 

"I’m not a yo-yoer,” exhibit director Lance Lew told YYT. “I'm a devotee. 
Nine months ago Bob Malowney told me that yo-yos are popular again. I said, 
Really?’ Later, I was in Michigan and heard again about the world’s biggest 
yo-yo, so I called Tom Kuhn. He told me he didn’t have a big collection, but 
Don Duncan did.... asked Don if he was interested in an exhibit. He was, but 
every thing he had had to be archived.” Sheila Hoban worked 6 months catalog- 
ing the entire collection. Slowly the exhibit took shape. 

But he began to envision something more. “A static exhibit is boring,” Lew 
said. “We had to have contests and demonstrations.” To keep the exhibit 


moving, he commissioned Design Stages of St. Paul, Minn., to develop several 2 
tape yy cut ndy ftcat ie velllng, Ta oF Tete Ott inched ane! ge up Yo-Yo Times 
and down, albeit slowly, above the exhibit hall. P.O. Box 1519 
"This is a marketing director’s dream,” Lew said, “to do something that no Herndon, VA 22070 


one has ever done before. It was my dream. What made it easy was that all the 
yo-yo people are so glad to help you out. They wanted it to happen.Not only 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Has your subscription expired? Is it about to 


doyou have the people and the charisma and the excitement, with all that syner- 
gism happening, you just needed someone to mix the paints together. 

”The yo-yo is a humble toy, and it doesn’ t separate a poor child from a rich 
child. At one time a yo-yo only cost a few pennies. I never did get the hang of 
the yo-yo. I wasn’t taught. Now I’m older and much more coordinated. Yo- 
yoing is a perfect 30-something activity.” 

Obviously overjoyed by the new-found excitement for the yo-yo as the 
world’s greatest toy, Don Duncan (now president of Playmaxx, Tucson, Ariz.) 
commented: “This exhibit tumed out to be much bigger and a more significant 
event than I ever imagined it would be!” 

At the opening day ceremonies, the Duncan family presented Tom Smothers 
and Lance Lew with a special “Golden Yo-Yo Award” to thank them for their 
efforts in promoting the sport and the art of yo-yo playing, 

A special commemorative yo-yo (made by Playmaxx) celebrating “The- 
Retum of the Yo-Yo” exhibit is available for $5 ($4 for the yo-yo plus $1 ship- 
ping and handling) from “The Retum of the Yo-Yo,” Hilltop Shopping Center, 
2200 Hilltop Mall Rd., Richmond, CA 94806, 415/223-1933. You'll also 
receive a free “Retum of the Yo-Yo” bumper sticker. Proceeds from the sales 
goto the Ronald McDonald Houses. Make yourcheck out to “Bay Area Ronald 
McDonald Houses.” 

, aes dates of the show’s future appearances, see the CALENDAR in this 
issue. 
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expire? Check the date on the top line of your mailing label below. If it 
is "4/90" or earlier, this is your LAST ISSUE! You will receive only one 
renewal notice. If you have not yet renewed, do so today. Please write 
your “account number” (it’s in the upper left-hand corner of the mail- 
ing label) and the word “RENEWAL” on your check. See coupon, p.11. 


FIRST CLASS MAIL 


